The
The Democratic Socialists of America is the Q Uud d . C I Ty

largest socialist organization in the United
States. We believe that the economy and Worker

society should be run democratically to meet
the needs of the many, not the few.

A better Quad Cities is possible. Join us!

How to Get Involved:
1.Become a DSA member at dsausa.org/join
2.Come out to our actions and meetings
3.Follow us for updates at quadcitiesdsa.org

.
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A quarterly publication of the
Quad Cities Democratic Socialists of America

Disclaimer: The views in this publication are not necessarily
representative of QCDSA’s democratically-decided

positions (except where noted), but represent
the diversity of thought of our membership. Summer 2024
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Great Today, Maybe Not Tomorrow
By Jenna I.

it’s not you, it’s CAPITALI$M: why it’s time to break up
and how to move on by Malaika Jabali delivers a clear and
easy to understand message, capitalism is failing us in the
USA and it is fime for something different. That something
different is SOCIALISM.

The book breaks everything down into ten easy chapters,
each explaining different ways capitalism continues to fail us
and then provides current and historical socialist solutions,
often centering Black voices and marginalized groups that
have gone their own way. Despite the heavy topic, Jabali
keeps the tone casual making the often bleak topic feel
approachable and even surmountable.

If you feel like you sometimes have trouble articulating
why capitalism leads to ruin and how socialism is the answer,
I highly recommend this book. It also makes for a good
beginning primer for anyone on the start of their socialism
journey. My only issue is the book uses a lot of pop culture
references and slang which means it will age quickly so grab
it now while it still hits.
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The revolution will not have 501(c)3 status.
By Sarah E.

WORKING FOR AN ORGANIZATION THAT CHANGED YOUR
LIFE AND FINDING OUT MOST THE ORG DOES NOT CARE
ABOUT THE PART THAT IS SAVING LIVES is like funhouse
mirrors of ideology, confusingly straight forward platitudes.
On paper it makes sense. We do the work, we make the
engine start, keep the connections well-oiled, plaster pink
decals in front of the public, usher them toward the
resources, the people, they prayers answered. Here is your
support. Here is your education, information, empowerment.
Here we give thanks and praise to the nurses and doctors,
the receptionists and clinicians who say yes, who validate
your fears, hold your hand when you don’t know why you’re
crying, where you meet the first doctor you’ve ever seen who
looks like you and she literally gives you a juice box. She
doesn’t know it washes down a Xanax, she only knows you’re
here and you’re scared and you made this appointment one
hour ago. And then you clock into your shift, work from home
on the couch, gratitude like stars in your eyes. Open your
starry eyes to the warped mirror: a union bust, thirty
thousand dollars in ad sales, you’re being asked to get out
the vote for a man who once told you are not the authority
on the issue of what your own body has been through—what
it can do. When you tell people who employs you, they thank
you, giving thanks and praise for their prayers answered,
their purgatory ended by a femme in scrubs in a discreet
clinic some 50 miles away. The work you do saved my life
they keep saying, your paychecks keep rolling in though
you’ve never worn scrubs, never put on a reflective vest,
never passed a protest or been called a name, never used
the word procedure, never had to wear orthotic shoes or call
security to be let in to your workplace. You wonder if the
money sent to you would be better served in the cracked
hands of a healthcare worker, wonder how much it would
take to dismantle those departments portent and
comfortable, each six-figure office in one go. Send every
copper penny to the people who serve because it is right,
shut down the election work, disband the comms team and
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